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run the risk of being killed. Then what was I to do ? At last came
the fast to my rescue to soothe my soul. If I may not give my-
self to be killed through human agency, I must give myself to God
to be taken away by refusing to eat till He heard my prayer. For
me, a bankrupt, that was the only thing left. I could not draw
upon the people from their innocence. They dishonoured the
cheque I presented personally on the 17th.1 I must now somehow
or other recoup lost credit or die in the attempt. I must draw
upon God for further credit to enable me to transact His busi-
ness. I could only do so by humbling myself, crawling in the
dust before Him, denying myself the food He has given. I must in
a thousand ways show Him that I am in earnest, and if I am not
found worthy to conduct His business, ask Him to recall me and
refashion me according to my worth and His will. And so I have
taken up the fast. The news of the hurt received by co-workers or
the hurt received by the combatants no longer perturbs me. For
me there is only my own non-violence as my help. If it does not
answer, I must not worry. Thousands die in other parts of India
and their deaths trouble me but do not worry me, Even so in
this case if I could but do all I know, I need not then fret and fume.
This fast then has been to me a penance, purification and repara-
tion. It is also a warning to workers that they may not play with
me in the movement. Only those who believe in non-violence
need remain in the struggle. It could be conducted without diffi-
culty and complications by a few staunch and true workers. It
can only be harmed by insincere workers though many. Lastly it is
a remedy for hastening peace. But the last is the derivative end.
It comes as a result of penance, purification and reparation. It is
the credit sent by God.

WORKERS BEWARE

I am receiving remonstrances against the fast. Some have
taken up sympathetic fast. I assure all these that they are wrong.
For me fast was a necessity. I was the guilty party, I was the bank-
rupt. The business of the others is to understand the situation, to
rid themselves of violence if any, to spread non-violence among
others and believe that the slightest violence must injure the cause.
They must take up the charkha, they must promote not merely
Hindu-Muslim unity but they must now promote unity among
all communities. Hindu-Muslim unity is not worth a day's pur-
chase if it does not prefer the interests of smaller communities to

l Vide "Speech at Public Meeting, Bombay", 17-11-1921.
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